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Doctors eager to help with relief work for tsunami victims

Like most Edmontonians, Ashwani
Singh woke upon themorningofDec. 27
to the horrific images of the South Asian
tsunami.

Like a lot of us, his first reaction was to
make a donation.

Then he read a newspaper story in
which the president of Sri Lanka ap-
pealed to the world to send doctors to
help care for the sick and injured. For
Singh, 39, a doctor who was born in In-
dia, theappeal strucka specialchord.De-
spite thefact that heandhis wifehavejust
had a new baby, Singh decided he had
to get to Sri Lanka.

“The things they needmost aremedical
supplies and physicians,” he says. “How
can you refuse?”

Singh quickly realized jumping on a
planeandflying to the tsunami zone was
not his best strategy.

He couldn’t just plop himself down in
the midst of all that chaos, not without
some support systemand sourceofmed-
ical supplies.

“I don’t want to just land and run
around with a stethoscope, looking for
someone tohelp.Idon’t want togo there
and be counterproductive. I don’t want
to be in anyone’s way.”

So he began calling around. The Red
Cross.Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors

Without Borders) or MSF. The Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs.

ForeignAffairs toldhimits first priority
was tohelpevacuateCanadians from the
tsunami zone, not to help more Canadi-
ans get there.

The Canadian Red Cross already has
sent 11Canadiandoctors andother relief
workers to someof thehardest-hit areas,
includingIndonesia,SriLanka,Indiaand
the Maldives. But the Red Cross is send-
ingonly experienced“delegates”—peo-
ple whohavehadintensivedisaster relief
training, and plenty of ground experi-
ence.

MSF has a similar policy. Thus far, it is
sending only doctors who have consid-
erable field experience with the organi-
zation. It has onedoctor in thefieldnow,
and 40 more on standby.
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But finding a way to use their medical skills not as easy as volunteering

‘Why
doesn’t
he come
home?’

But a young boy’s prayers will go unanswered:
his father was stabbed to death last January

RENATA D’ALIESIO
Jo u r n a l S t a f f W r i t e r

EDMONTON

Thereare stillnights whenMir Ahmed
Hussain waits for his father to come
home.

Even though it has been a year since
the parking lot patroller was killed in
what policebelievemight havebeenan
attack fuelled by road rage.

Still, his four-year-old son waits and
talks to Allah.

“I have prayed,” he tells his mother.
“Why doesn’t he come home?”

In a year of more than two dozen
homicides anda recordnumber ofgang
killings, Mir Asghar Hussain’s death
stood out for its senselessness.

He was on shift Jan. 2, 2004, whenhe
stopped his Toyota Corolla at 121st
Street and Stony Plain Road to speak
with twomeninahatchbackcar behind
him.Tobe safe,he turnedonhis hazard
lights.

Within moments, one of the men
plungedaknifeintoHussain’s chest.As
the men drove away, a pizza delivery
man stopped to help Hussain, who had
stumbled across the street gagging.

He lay motionless in a hospital bed in
his last hours of life, unable to speak
withhis wife,BushraHussain,and their
three children.

His death haunts his family because
his killer hasn’t beencaught.Edmonton
police homicide detectives are still
working on the case but say they need
a break, some new information.

At a police commission meeting later
this month, they willaskfor a reward to
be posted.

Hussain’s cousin, Syed Rahman,
hopes the reward and renewed atten-
tion willcreate thebreakpoliceneed to
make an arrest.

“It’s not going to bring him back, but
it will give us some satisfaction that at
least someone will pay for what hap-
pened,andat least thefamily canmove
on with their lives.”

Hussainmoved toEdmontonfromIn-
diain thelate1980s.Apathologist inhis
homecountry,likemany immigrants he
had to workjobs outsidehis field to sup-
port his family.

Family meant the world to him, his
wife said.Their daughters are11and15
years old.Theeldest,Zara, sufferedlast-
ing brain damage in a car crash about
a decade ago that killed four relatives.

Their son turned four on New Year’s
Eve. Days later, the family marked his

father’s death with prayers and read-
ings from the Koran.

At the time of Hussain’s killing, it ap-
peared as if it wouldn’t be long before
police tracked down his killer. The piz-
zadelivery manhad witnessed the stab-
bing and relayed the car’s licence plate
number to a 911 operator. That num-
ber, though, turned out to be wrong.

Aday after Hussain’s death,homicide
Det.DaveMorrissey gathered reporters
for a news conference just steps away
from the attack.

“He’s a 44-year-old guy out doing his
job.I thinkit’s horrendous.Idon’t know
why it happened.”

He stilldoesn’t.Investigators reviewed
all the Imperial Parking tickets written
by Hussain the day he was stabbed.

“It’s my contention now the stabbing
hadnothing todo with theImparkpart
of it,” Morrissey said recently. “I think
it’s a road rageincident or heinterrupt-
ed some sort of criminal act or wit-
nessed something.”

“Just thinking about a life without a
husband is tough, but it’s so hard ex-
plaining it to a four-year-old,” his wife
said.“IfIhave togo somewherefor abit,
he worries.

“He thinks I’m going to disappear like
his father.”
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Wind goes
out of

Epcor’s
‘green’

power sales
HANNEKE BROOYMANS

Jo u r n a l S t a f f W r i t e r
EDMONTON

Epcor has quietly halted new enrol-
ment inits GreenPower program, say-
ing its focus is no longer on supplying
it to residential consumers.

The program allowed homeowners
to buy power produced by renewable
energy, such as wind, solar, biomass
or small hydroelectric operations, for
a small premium.

Since its launch in late 1999, about
10,000 people have signed up for it.

“We’llcontinue toprovide theGreen
Power program to customers already
enrolled, but as part of our exit from
the competitive mass market side we
won’t be enrolling customers newly
wanting to get on the program,” said
DougDowns,acompany spokesman.

Marianne LeNabat finds that frus-
trating.

She triedenrollingin theprogramin
mid-December after receiving a flyer
about the program with her bill a few
months ago.

She said she was spurred on by all
the climate change articles she had
read in the newspaper.

But by mid-December, shecouldnot
find the link to
the program on
the Epcor web-
site anymore.
So she called
their customer
relations line.

The man she
spoke to said
the program
was no longer
offered. “He
said it was no
longer in their
financial inter-
est.

“It was upset-
ting and disap-
pointing and
I was really
rather sur-

prised, sinceit soundedas though the
cost of the program was being passed
on to consumers,” LeNabat said.

It seems odd to stopenrollingpeople
now, when environmental problems
are growing more pressing, she said.
Besides, were they not running the
program out of genuine concern for
the environment and a desire to be a
good citizen, she asked.

Downs said the company is still ful-
ly committed to renewable energy.

“We currently have generation pro-
jects in Alberta and B.C. using run-
of-river hydro, wind, solar, landfillgas
at Clover Bar, and we’re building one
of the largest wind farms ever in On-
tario, near Goderich, of 39.6
megawatts.

“Wedooffer renewableenergy con-
tracts to larger sized commercial cus-
tomers, a market where we’re fully
competitive … .”

The company is spending $7.5 mil-
lion on the landfill gas power genera-
tor at Clover Bar andanother $80 mil-
lion on the wind farm in Ontario.
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